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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 150286 
ORIGIN L-03 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-00 CPR-02 TRSE-00 AID-05 CA-01 
/022R 

DRAFTED BY L/M:HFSHAMWELL,JR:CEK 

APPROVED BY L/M:KEMALMBORG 

S/CPR:MKEATING 

AFAVTLEWIS 

AF/EX:;SALAZAR 

046904 140335Z/62 

P 132327ZJUN78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BAMAKO PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 150286 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:OGEN, AEIN, PDIP, ML 

SUBJECT: LEVY OE MALIAN TAX AGAINST DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 
REP: A) BAMAKO 2069, B) BAMAKO 2364 

1. REF A REQUESTED INSTRUCTIONS FROM DEPT. CONCERNING 
PROPOSED LETTER TO EMB. SUPPLIERS INDICATING REPUSAL OP 
EMB. TO COMPLY WITH IMPOSITION OF SALES TAX ON PURCHASES OP 
VARIOUS GOODS AND SERVICES. DEPT. CAN CONPIRM THAT MALI 
MISSIONS TO WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK ARE EXEMPT FROM SALES 
TAXES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND NEW YORK ON OFFICIAL 
PURCHASES (FYI: VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND DO NOT GRANT EXEMP- 
TIONS TO MISSIONS FOR THESE PURCHASES BUT DO EXEMPT INDIVID- 
UAL DIPLOMATS THROUGH WHOM PURCHASES CAN BE MADE. END FYI) 

EMB. IS ADVISED HOWEVER THAT POREIGN DIPLOMATS ARE REQUIRED 
TO PAY AIRPORT DEPARTURE TAXES AND TAX ON COST OP AIR 
TRAVEL SINCE THESE CHARGES ARE CONSIDERED TO BE USER FEES 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 150286 

BY THE IRS. 

2. DEPT. APPROVES PROPOSED LETTER TO MISSION SUPPLIERS 
EXCEPT THAT IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE LAST SENTENCE OF 
PARA 2 BE DELETED. THE DEPT. BELIEVES THAT IT IS UN- 
NECESSARY IN VIEW OP OTHER CONTENTS OF THE LETTER TO STATE 
A COMMITMENT TO REIMBURSE SUPPLIERS POR TAXES THEY ARE RE- 
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QUIRED TO PAY UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH MISSION AGREES 
THAT TAXES ARE PROPERLY CHARGEABLE VIS-A-VIS MISSION TRANS- 
ACTIONS. MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY SHOULD BE PRESERVED ON THIS 
POINT THOUGH MISSION IS FREE TO ADVISE SUPPLIERS THAT IT WILL 
NEGOTIATE WITH THE GOM RESPECTING PROPER INTERPRETATION 
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. DEPT. SUGGESTS THAT THE BEST APPROACH 
TO GOM BE ONE ON ONE, CITING ARTICLE 23 OF VIENNA CONVEN- 
TION AS WELL AS ARTICLE 34, AS APPROPRIATE, UNLESS THE 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS CAN ORGANIZE EFFECTIVELY TO APPROACH THE 
GOM ON A POINT BASIS. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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